
What happens if I die without a will?   

  Are you 

married or a 

registered 
civil partner? 

Is your estate 

worth more 

than 

£125,000? 

Yes 

No 

No 

Your spouse 

inherits the first 
£450,000 plus 

personal chattels 
plus half the 
remainder.  The 
remaining half is 
shared between 
your parents. 

Have you any 

brothers or 

sisters (of the 

whole blood)? 

Everything 

goes to 
spouse 

Are your 

parents still 
alive?  

Everything 

goes spouse 
 

Is your estate 

worth more 

than 

£200,000? 

Spouse gets 

personal effects 
and first 
£250,000 and a 
life interest in half 
the residue.  
Children get other 
half of residue at 

age 18 

Do you have 

any children? 

Everything 

goes to 

spouse 

 

Yes No No No 

Yes 

Yes No 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Your spouse inherits 

the first £450,000 
plus personal chattels 
plus half the 
remainder.  The 
remaining half is 
shared between your 

brothers and sisters 
(or their issue). 

Have any of 

your children 

or their issue 
survived you? 

Shared equally 
between them 

or their issue 
(any value) 

Yes 

No 

Has any 

parent 

survived you? 

Shared equally 
between them 

or their issue 
(any value) 

Yes 

No 

Have any of 

your brothers 

or sisters of 

the whole 

blood (or their 

issue) 
survived you? 

Shared equally 
between 
brothers and 

sisters of the 
whole blood or 
their issue  
(any value) 

Yes 

No 

Have any of 

your aunts or 

uncles of the 

whole blood 

(or their issue) 
survived you? 

Shared equally 
between the 
aunts and 
uncles of the 
whole blood or 

their issue 
(any value) 

Yes 

No 

Has any 

grandparent 
survived you? 

Shared equally 
between them 
(any value) 

Yes 

No 

No 

Everything 

goes to 

Crown 

Have any of 

your brothers 

or sisters of 

the half blood 

(or their 

issue) 

survived you? 

Shared equally 
between 
brothers and 
sisters of the 
half blood or 
their issue  

(any value) 

Yes 

No 

Have any of 

your aunts or 

uncles of the 

half blood (or 

their issue) 

survived you? 

Shared equally 
between the 

aunts and 
uncles of the 
half blood or 
their issue 
(any value) 

Yes 

Is your estate 

worth more 

than 

£125,000? 

Have you any 

brothers or 

sisters (of the 

whole blood)? 

Are your 

parents still 
alive?  

Is your estate 

worth more 

than 

£200,000? 

Do you have 

any children? 

Has any 

grandparent 
survived you? 

Have any of 

your brothers 

or sisters of 

the half blood 

(or their 

issue) 
survived you? 

Shared equally 

between 
brothers and 
sisters of the 
half blood or 
their issue  
(any value) 

Yes 

No 

Is your estate 
worth more 
than 
£250,000? 

Have you any 
brothers or 

sisters (of the 
whole blood)? 

Are your 

parents still 
alive?  

Is your estate 
worth more 
than 
£450,000? 

Do you have 
any children? 

Has any 

grandparent 
survived you? 

Start 

Here For further advice visit www.gardandco.com   

http://www.gardandco.com/

